COLUMBUS CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT
CONTRACT ROUTING MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 21, 2017
SUBJECT: ‘Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways (Annual Contract); RFB No. 17-0031

FROM: Heather Scheuttig, Purchasing Division

Please route for appropriate signatures, copies of the attached contract for Thoms Trees & Plants, Inc. The
firm will provide trees to the Columbus Consolidated Government Public Works Department, Division of
Urban Forestry, on an “as needed” basis. The term of this contract shall be for two (2) years with the option
to renew for three (3) additional twelve-month periods. Funds will be budgeted each fiscal year for this on-
going expense: Paving Fund - Public Works —Right of Way Maintenance — ROWM -
Horticulture/Landscaping Supplies; 0203-260-3120-ROWM-6727.

Council authorized this contract per Resolution No. 61-17, dated February 28, 2017
(copy is attached).

Signatories Signatures Required (Vo initials please) Date

Purchasing Division Manager ;/;ﬁ a Ny /} By, j/’ ,
Signature of Approval c{/ Jnyy) ng (/ Yy / A [ 7

City Attorney: éﬁ uba/ 3 / ]
Signature required on Contracts )ity
A~ Cezt—, CRSF Vo,

City Manager:
Signature required on Contracts /

= {
Clerk of Council: .
Signature Required on Contracts & -
Attest/Seal <] . 42—4// 7

Buyer: o ’ - / ' / /
Process / Distribute (7 /t (/M A— 3\ 21 h,.‘

After all signatures have been applied, please contact Purchasing Division (ext - 3071) for distribution.




a. M. 082512735
417

“ITEM B”

A RESOLUTION
NO.61-17

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE
PURCHASE OF TREES FROM THOMS TREES & PLANTS, INC. (FAYETTEVILLE,
GA), FOR THE ESTIMATED CONTRACT VALUE OF $90,000.00 ANNUALLY,

WHEREAS, the trees will be purchased by the Public Works Department Division of
Urban Forestry and Beautification on an “as needed” basis; and,

WHEREAS, the trees will be used for planting on City right-of-ways; and,

WIHEREAS, the initial contract period will be for two (2) years, with the option to renew
for three (3) additional twelve-month periods. The Contract renewal will be contingent upon the
mutual agreement of the City and the Contractor.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, HEREBY
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

That the City Manager is hereby authorized the annual contract to purchase trees from
Thoms Trees & Plants, Inc. (Fayetteville, GA) for the estimated annual contract value of
$90,000.00. Funds are budgeted each fiscal year for this ongoing expense: Paving Fund —
Public Works — Right of Way Maintenance — ROWM — Horticulture/Iandscaping Supplies;

0203-260-3120-ROWM-6727,

Introduged at a regular meeting of the Council of Columbus, Georgia, held the
day of 2017 and adopted at said meeting by the affirmative vote of
members of said Coyneil.

Councilor Allen voting ABSENT

Councilor Baker voting YES .
Councilor Barnes voting ABSENT .
Councilor Davis voting %%5 .
Councilor Garrett voting .
Councilor Henderson voting YES .
Councilor Huff voting YES |
Councilor Turner Pugh voting ; .
Councilor Thomas voting YES .
Councilor Woodson voting vES -

iny B/ Washington, Clerk of C}funcil Teresa Pike Tomlinson, Mayor




CONTRAC

T
THIS CONTRACT, executed this ﬁ %&y of %&Mé/ 2017, by and

between the Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia, hereinafter called the “City”,

and Thoms Trees & Plants, Inc., hereinafter called the “Contractor”

WITNESSETH:

That in consideration of the mutual covenants, obligaﬁons, and terms set-forth in the
attached proposal and specifications, the partics hereby agree as follows:

1. That the Contractor met all proposal requirements and was evaluated responsive
for providing Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways (Annual Contract), per RFB No. 17-
0026, and was awarded the Contract by Columbus City Council on Tuesday, February 28, 2017,
Resolution No. 61-17, for the initial term of two years, beginning April 1, 2017 through March
31, 2019, with the option to renew for three (3) additional twelve-month periods, for furnishing
the same in accordance with the specifications prepared by the City and the proposal of the
Contractor.

2. The Contractor will, at its own cost and expense, furnish all labor, materials, and
equipment required to be furnished, provide all related services required, and meet all other
requirements or conditions imposed, all strictly in accordance with the City’s Business
Requirements, the City’s Request for Proposals, dated July 26, 2016 (and all addenda thereto),
the Contractor’s proposal dated December 21, 2017 which is attached hereto as exhibits “A”,
“B”, and “C” respectively, and which are by reference made a part hereof to the same extent as if
fully set out herein.

3. On the faithful performance of this Contract by the Contractor, the City will pay
the Contractor in accordance with the terms and on the conditions stated in this Contract and the

exhibits attached to and by reference made a part hereof.




CONTRACT SIGNATURE PAGE
TREES FOR PLANTING ON CITY RIGHT-OF-WAYS
(ANNUAL CONTRACT)
RFB No. 17-0026

The undersigned hereby declares that he has/they have carefully examined the specifications herein

referred to and will provide all equipment, terms and services of the Consolidated Government of
Columbus, Georgia:

< -
N T“L,,
ATTEST: . j
Signature of Authorized Representative Date
)Zg/w @&"} Tim Thoms, President

Witness as tq\/)ﬂe Contractoo Print Name and Title of Signatory

/@ i) %m,«mm Company:Thoms Trees & Plants, inc.

Witness as to the Contractor

Address: 625 Mcbride Rd

Fayetteville, GA 30215
Telephone: 770-461-6013

Fax: none

Email: tim@thomstrees.com

¥ & & % % % x k% * &

CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA

Accepted thigfz day of MZO Z APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:

(AL Ty e} o,
Hugley, City Manﬁ / TCliffon C. Fay, City Attorney

ATTEST:

EXECUTION AUTHORIZED

Trees for Cily Right-of-Ways RFB No. 17-0026 Page 24 of 25




EXHIBIT A

Columbus Consolidated Government
Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways
(Annual Contract)
Business Requirements

RFB No. 17-0026




BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS

*% Section Redacted **

These documents have been filed in the Purchasing Division

5" Floor ~ Finance Department
100 10™ Street
Columbus, Georgia 31501

Please contact Purchasing to view these documents at ext: 511




EXHIBIT B

Columbus Consolidated Government
Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways
(Anmual Contract)

Request for Proposals

RFB No. 17-0026




COLUMBUS CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT -‘Lgf;%.;f,ﬁci'»
Georgia’s First Consolidated Government g’gé B\
Q%qamﬁ%;;}f:

Rt
FINANCE DEPARTMENT
PURCHASING DiVISION 100 TeNTH STREET, P. Q. Box 1340
CoLumBus, GEORGIA 31902-1340
706-653-4105, Fax 706-225-3033

Date: November 16, 2016

QUALIFIED VENDORS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT SEALED BIDS, SUBJECT TO

EgQ%FDSg CONDITIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS AS SPECIFIED, FOR THE FURNISHING OF:
R ;
TREES FOR PLANTING ON CITY RIGHT-OF-
RFB NO. 17-0026 WAYS
(ANNUAL CONTRACT)
GENERAL SCOPE Provide trees for planting on City Right-of-Ways for Columbus

Consolidated Government’s Department of Public Works, to be purchased
on an “as needed” basis. Contract term shall be for two years with the
option to renew for three (3) additional twelve-month periods.

DUE DATE DECEMBER 21, 2016 - 2:30 PM (EASTERN)

Bids must be received and date/time stamped on or before the due date by
the Finance Department/Purchasing Division, 5™ Floor — Government Center,
100 10th Street, Columbus, GA. Bids will be opened during the 3:00 p.m.
hour in the Conference Room of the Purchasing Division. Bidders are not
required, but are invited to attend the bid opening.

ADDENDA IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Any and all addenda will be posted on the Purchasing Division’s web
page, at:

http:/fAvww.columbusga.org/finance/Excel Docs/Bid Qpportunities.htm. It is
the vendors’ responsibility to periodically visit the web page for
addenda before the due date, and prior to submitting a guote.

NO BID RESPONSE | Refer to the form on page (3) if you are not interested in this invitation.

Andrea J. McCorvey
Purchasing Manager

Trees for City Right-of-Ways RFB No. 17-0026 Page 1 of 25




STATEMENT OF "NO BID"

Complete and return this form immediately if you do not intend to Bid:

Email: hscheuttig@columbusga.org
Fax: (706) 225-3033, Attn: Heather Scheuttig, Buyer
Mail: Columbus Consolidated Government

Purchasing Division

P O Box 1340

Columbus, GA 31902-1340

We, the undersigned decline to bid on your RFB NO. 17-0026 for TREES FOR
PLANTING ON CITY RIGHT-OF-WAYS (ANNUAL CONTRACT) for the following
reason(s):

____Specifications too "tight", i.e. geared toward one brand or manufacturer only
(explain below)

____There is insufficient time to respond to the Invitation for Bids.

___We do not offer this product or service.

____We are unable to meet specifications.

____We are unable to meet bond requirements.

____ Specifications are unclear {(explain below).

____We are unable to meet insurance requirements.

____Other (specify below)

Remarks:

CONMPANY NAME:

AGENT:

DATE:

EMAIL:

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

Trees for City Right-of-Ways RFB No. 17-0026 Page 3 of 25




d. [Ifitis not feasible to divide the award, and if all or none of the tied bidders has its principal place of business
in Columbus, Georgia, and neither was awarded the bid previously, then all bids wilf be rejected and the bid
will be re-advertised.

10. RECEIPT OF MULTIPLE BIDS. Uniess otherwise stated in the bid specifications, the City will accept one
and only one bid per vendor. Any unsolicited multipte bid(s) will not be considered. If prior to the bid opening,
more than one bid is received from the same vendor, the following will accur: (1) the bidder will be contacted and
required to submit written acknowledgment of the bid to be considered; (2) the additional bid(s) will be returned to the
bidder uncpened. If at the bid opening more than one bid is enclosed in a single bid package, the City will consider
the vendor non-responsive and bids will be returned fo the bidder.

11. CONDITIONS AND PACKAGING. Unless otherwise defined in the bid specifications, it is understood and
agreed that any item offered or furnished shall be new, in current production and in first class condition, that all
containers shall be new and suitable for storage or shipment, and that prices include standard commercial packaging.

12. FREIGHT/SHIPPING/HANDLING CHARGES. All freight, shipping, and handling charges shall be included in the
bid price. The City will pay no additional charges.

13. CORRECTIONS OR WITHDRAWAL OF BID/CANCELLATION OF AWARDS. Corrections or withdrawals of
inadvertently erroneous bids before or after bid opening, or cancellation of awards of contracts based on such bid
mistakes may be permitted where appropriate. Mistakes discovered before bid opening may be modified or bid
withdrawn by written notice received in the office of Purchasing prior to the time of the bid opening.

After bid opening, no changes in bid prices or other provisions of bids prejudicial to the interest of the City or fair
competition shall be permitted. In lieu of bid correction, a low bidder alleging a material mistake of fact may be
permitted to withdraw its bid if the mistake is clearly evident, or if the bidder submits evidence, which clearly and
convincingly demonsirates that a mistake was made. All decisions to permit corrections or withdrawals of bids or to
cancel awards or contracis based on bid mistakes wilt be supported by the written determination of the Purchasing
Officer.

14, ADDENDA AND INTERPRETATIONS. If it becomes necessary to revise any part of this bid, a written
addendum will be provided to all bidders. The City is not bound by any oral representations, clarifications, or
changes made to the written specifications by City employees, unless such clarification or change is provided to the
bidders in written addendum form from the Purchasing Officer. Bidders will be required to acknowledge receipt of the
addenda (if applicable) in their sealed bid proposal. The vendor may provide an initialed copy of each addendum or
initial the appropriate area on the bid form {pricing page). Failure to acknowledge receipt of the addenda (when
applicable) will render bid incomplete. It is the bidder's responsibility to ensure that they have received all
addenda,

15. BID EVALUATION AND AWARD. During the evaluation of bids, the City reserves the right o request
clarification of bid responses and {o request the submission of references, if deemed necessary for a complete
evaluation of bid responses. Award will be made to the responsive and responsible bidder whose bid is most
economical according to criteria designated in the solicitation. The determination of the lowest responsive and
responsible bidder may involve all or some of the following factors: prices, conformity to specifications, financial ability
to meet the contract, previous performance, facilities and equipment, availability of repair parts, experience, delivery
promise, terms of payment, compatibility as required, other cost, and other objective and accountable factors, if any,
(which are further described in the specifications). The City shall be the judge of the factors and will make the award
in the best interest of the City.

16. TIME FOR CONSIDERATION. Bids must remain in effect for at least sixty (60) days after date of receipt to
allow for evaluation.

17. BID SECURITY AND PERFORMANCE BOND. Bid security {Bid Bond) shall be required for all competitive
sealed bids for construction contracts when the price is estimated by the Purchasing Officer to exceed $10,000. Bid
security shall be a bond provided by a surety company authorized to do business in the State, or in the form of a
certified check. Such bonds may also be required on construction contracts under $10,000 or other procurement
contracts when circumstances warrant. Bid security shall be in an amount equal to at least five percent (5%) of the
bid amount. The City will accept a copy of a bid bond at the bid opening. However, if a copy of a bid bond is
submitted, the bidder must submit to the Purchasing Division the identical original document within five (5) days after
the bid opening. If the original document is not received within the five (5) days, the bid will not be
considered.
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27. INDEMNITY. The successful bidder agrees, by entering into this contract, to defend, indemnify and hold City
harmless from any and alt causes of action or claims of damages arising out or under this contract.

28. DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE. Disadvantaged Business Enterprises {minority or women owned
businesses) will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and will not be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, creed, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. Itis
the policy of the City that disadvantaged business enterprises and minority business enterprises have an opportunity
to participate at all levels of contracting in the performance of City contracts to the extent practical and consistent with
the efficient performance of the contract.

29. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAM - NON-DISCRIMINATION CLAUSE. The City has an Affirmative Action
Program in conneclion with Equal Employment Opportunities. The successful bidder will comply with all Federal and
State requirements concerning fair employment and employment of the handicapped, and concerning the treatment
of all employees, and will not discriminate between or among them by reason of race, color, age, religion, sex,
national origin or physical handicap.

30. AWARDS TO LOCAL BUSINESSES. Except for construction contracts, awards will be made to responsive and
responsible local businesses proposing a cost not more than two percent (2%) above the low bid or quote for
contracts involving an expenditure of $25,000.00 or less and made to responsive and respensible local businesses
proposing a cost not more than one percent (1%) above the low bid or quote for contracts involving an expenditure
greater than $25,000.00. (Ordinance No. 09-0024, Section 3-117). **STATE OR FEDERALLY FUNDED
PROJECTS EXCLUDED*

31. RIGHT TO PROTEST. A protest with respect to an Invitation for bids or Request for Proposals shall be
submitted in writing no less than five (5) days prior to the opening of bids or the closing date of proposals to the
Purchasing Officer. If the matter is not resolved, then an appeal may be filed with the City Manager or City Councit.

32. FAILURE TO QUOTE. Vendors choosing not to submit a bid are requested to return a Statement of “No Bid™.

33. PRODUCT/EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATICN - SITE VISIT. During the evaluation of bids, the City reserves the
right to request a demonstration or site visit of the product, equipment or service offered by a bidder. The
demoenstration or site visit shall be at the expense of the bidder. Bidders who fait to provide demonsiration or site
visit, as requested, will be considered non-responsive.

34, CANCELLATION PROVISIONS. When such action is in the best financial interest of the City, contracts for
supplies to be purchased or services to be rendered under an annual (term) contract basis may be canceled and re-
advertised at the discretion of the Purchasing Officer and in accordance with confract terms.

After the receipt of a product or piece of equipment, it is found that said item does not perform as specified and
required, payment for said product or equipment will be withheld. The successful vendor will be notified of the non-
performance in writing. After notification, the successful vendor will have ten (10) calendar days, from the date of
notification, to deliver product or equipment which performs satisfactorily. If a satisfactory product is not delivered
within 10 calendar days, from the notification date, the City will cancel the contract (purchase order) and award to the
next low, responsive, responsible bidder. The vendor will be responsible for the pick-up or shipment of the
unsatisfactory equipment or product.

35. QUESTIONS: Questions concerning specifications must be submitted, in writing, at least 5 (five) working days
(Monday-Friday) prior to receipt date. Questions recelved less than five working days prior to receipt date will not be
considered.

36. SAMPLES: When samples are required to be included with the praposal response, the bidder will be responsible

for the following:
1) Unless otherwise specified, bidders are required to submit exact samples of item(s) bid. Do not submit

sample of “like” item(s).

2) Affix an identification label to each individual sample to include bidder's name, bid name and number.

3) Make arrangements for the return of sample after the bid award, All shipping costs will be the responsibiity
of the bidder. If bidder does not make arrangements for return of sample, within 60 days after award, the
sample will be discarded.

37. GOVERNING LAW: The parties agree that this Agreement shall be governed by the laws of Georgia, both as to
interpretations and performance.
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DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, CONCERNS OR NEED
CLARIFICATION ABOUT THIS SOLICITATION?

COMMUNICATION CONCERNING ANY SOLICITATION CURRENTLY ADVERTISED
MUST TAKE PLACE IN WRITTEN FORM AND ADDRESSED TO THE PURCHASING
DIVISION.

ALL QUESTIONS OR CLARIFICATIONS CONCERNING THIS SOLICITATION SHALL
BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING. THE CITY WILL NOT ORALLY OR TELEPHONICALLY
ADDRESS ANY QUESTION OR CLARIFICATION REGARDING BID/PROPOSAL
SPECIFICATIONS. [F A VENDOR VISITS OR CALLS THE PURCHASING DIVISION
WITH SUCH QUESTIONS, HE OR SHE WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO SUBMIT THE
QUESTIONS IN WRITING.

ALL CONTACT CONCERNING THIS SOLICITATION SHALL BE MADE THRQUGH
THE PURCHASING DIVISION. BIDDERS SHALL NOT CONTACT CITY EMPLOYEES,
DEPARTMENT HEADS, USING AGENCIES, EVALUATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS
OR ELECTED OFFICIALS WITH QUESTIONS OR ANY OTHER CONCERNS ABOUT
THE SOLICITATION. QUESTIONS, CLARIFICATIONS, OR CONCERNS SHALL BE
SUBMITTED TO THE PURCHASING DIVISION IN WRITING. IF IT IS NECESSARY
THAT A TECHNICAL QUESTION NEEDS ADDRESSING, THE PURCHASING
DIVISION WILL FORWARD SUCH TO THE USING AGENCY, WHO WILL SUBMIT A
WRITTEN RESPONSE.

THE PURCHASING DIVISION WILL FORWARD WRITTEN RESPONSES TO THE
RESPECTIVE BIDDER OR IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY TO REVISE ANY PART OF
THIS SOLICITATION, A WRITTEN ADDENDUM WILL BE {ISSUED TO ALL BIDDERS.

THE CITY IS NOT BOUND BY ANY ORAL REPRESENTATIONS, CLARIFICATIONS,
OR CHANGES MADE TO THE WRITTEN SPECIFICATIONS BY CITY EMPLOYEES,
UNLESS SUCH CLARIFICATION OR CHANGE IS PROVIDED TO THE BIDDERS IN A
WRITTEN ADDENDUM FROM THE PURCHASING MANAGER.

BIDDERS ARE INSTRUCTED TO USE THE ENCLOSED “QUESTION/CLARIFICATION
FAX FORM" TO FAX OR EMAIL QUESTION.

ANY REQUEST, AFTER A SOLICITATION HAS CLOSED AND PENDING AWARD
MUST ALSO BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING TO THE PURCHASING DIVISION.
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SPECIFICATIONS
TREES FOR PLANTING ON CITY RIGHT-OF-WAYS
RFB No. 17-0026

. SCOPE OF SERVICE
It is the intent of the Columbus Consolidated Government (the City) to contract with a
licensed and experienced firm to provide trees for planting on City right-of-ways, to be
procured on an “as-needed” basis. The estimated annual purchase is approximately nine
hundred (900) trees. The Consolidated Government of Columbus, Georgia (the City)
reserves the right to purchase some, all, more or none of the items contained within these
specifications.

The City reserves the right to waive any informality in any proposal, and to reject any or
all bids. The City also reserves the right not to enter into any contract as a result of this
invitation for bid.

L. TERM OF CONTRACT
A. The term of the contract shall be for two (2) years, with the option to renew for three
(3) additional twelve-month periods.

Notice of intent to renew will be given to the contractor in writing by the City Purchasing
Division Director, normally sixty days before the expiration date of the current contract.
This notice shall not be deemed to commit the City to a contract renewal.

It should be noted that multi-year contracts may be continued each fiscal year only after
funding appropriations and programs approval have been granted by the Council of the
Consolidated Government of Columbus, GA. In the event the necessary funding is not
approved, the affected multi-year contract becomes null and void, effective July 1 of the
fiscal year for which such approval has been denied.

B. Termination for convenience
For the protection of both parties, either party giving 30 days’ prior notice in writing to the
other party may cancel this contract.

il ADDENDA AND EXPLANATIONS
Explanations desired by a prospective bidder shall be requested of the City in writing, and
if explanations are necessary a reply shall be made in the form of an Addendum, a copy
of which will be forwarded to each bidder. Every request for such explanation shall be in
writing and addressed to Director of Purchasing. Any verbal statements regarding same
by any person shall be unofficial and not binding on any party.

Iv. INDEMNIFICATION

The Contractor covenants to save, defend, hold harmless, and indemnify the City, and all
of its officers, depariments, agencies, agents, and employees (collectively the "City") from
and against any and all claims, losses, damages, injuries, fines, penalties, costs (inciuding
court costs and attorney's fees), charges, liability, or exposure, however caused, resulting
from, arising out of, or in any way connected with the Contractor’s intentional, negligent,
or grossly negligent acts or omissions in performance or nonperformance of its work called
for by the Contract Documents.

V. BID SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
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VIiL

Delivery: Based on reasonable time and due consideration to unforeseen
circumstances, the City shall expect the delivery of trees covered by this specification
and after receipt of purchase order, unless otherwise specified on the bid (pricing page).
If the foregoing time of delivery cannot be met, indicate as an exception on submitted
bid with the projected date of delivery.

C. Invoices: After receipt of goods/services, and upon satisfactory delivery, the successful
vendor(s) shall forward invoice(s) to the following address:

Columbus Consolidated Government
Accounts Payable

P.O. Box 1340

Columbus, Georgia 31902-1340

TERMINATION OF CONTRACT

A. Default; If the contractor refuses or fails to perform any of the provision of this contract
with such diligence as will ensure its completion within the time specified in this contract, or
any extension thereof, otherwise fails to timely satisfy the contract provisions, or commits
any other substantial breach of this contract, the Purchasing Division Director may notify the
contractor in writing of the delay or non-performance and if not cured within ten (10) days
or any longer time specified in writing by the Purchasing Division Director, such director may
terminate the contractor's right to proceed with the contract or such part of the contract as
to which there has been delay or a failure to properly perform.

In the event of termination in whole or in part the Purchasing Division Director may procure
similar supplies or services, from other sources, in a manner and upon terms deeded
appropriate by the Purchasing Division Director. The contractor shall continue performance
of the contract to the extent it is not terminated and shall be liable for excess costs incurred
in procuring similar goods or services.

B. Compensation: Payment for completed supplies delivered and accepted by the City
shall be at the contract price. The City may withhold from amounts due the contractor such
sums as the Purchasing Division Director deem necessary to protect the City against loss
because of outstanding liens or claims of former lien holders and to reimburse the City for
the excess costs incurred in procuring similar goods and services.

C. Excuses for Nonperformance or Delayed Performances: Except with respect to defauits
of subcontractors, the contractor shall not be in default by reason of any failure in
performance of this contract in accordance with its terms, if the contractor has notified the
Purchasing Division Director within 15 days after the cause of the delay and the failure arises
out of causes such as: acts of God; acts of public enemy; acts of the City and any other
governmental entity in its sovereign or contractual capacity; fires; floods, epidemics;
quarantine restrictions; strikes or other labor disputes; freight embargoes; or unusually
severe weather. |f the failure to perform is caused by the failure of a subcontractor to
perform or to make progress, and if such failure arises out of causes similar to those set
forth above, the contractor shall not be deeded in default, unless the supplies or services to
be furnished by the subcontractor were reasonably obtainable from other sources in
sufficient time to permit the contractor to meet the contract requirements.

Upon request of the contractor, the Purchasing Division Director shall ascertain the facts
and extent of such failure, and, if such director determines that any failure to perform was
occasioned by any one or more of the excusable causes, and that, but for the excusable
cause, the contractor's progress and performance would have met the terms of the contact,
the delivery schedule shall be revised accordingly.
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V.

VI,

removed from the container. Growing medium for container grown trees should consist
of at least a 40% soil mixture.

TREE SPECIES

All trees selected and delivered must be labeled according to species and cultivars (where
specified). Any tree mislabeled or identified will be rejected at delivery; replacement and
shipment of rejected trees will be at the expense of the supplier. Any tree that leafs out in
the spring that is not of species and type ordered will be required to be replaced plus
expenses for replanting by the vendor who supplies the trees.

The City of Columbus reserves the right to refuse any plant at the time of delivery which
is in the opinion of the City arborist or their representative to be of unsatisfactory quality
or incorrect species. The Contractor/\VVendor shall replace all refused trees with correct
quality or species.

IF THE SIZE LISTED IS NOT AVAILABLE, PLEASE BID ON THE NEXT LARGER
AND/OR SMALLER SIZE AND MAKE A NOTATION OF THE SIZE BIDDING.

TRANSPORTATION

Shipping Cost - Your bid must include an estimate for shipping costs to Columbus for
whatever quantity you propose to supply. List your shipping charges separately from the
bid price for trees. Due to shipping charges, where feasible, vendors will be asked to
coordinate shipping with other free producers.

DELIVERY DATE

Delivery of order shall be as soon as possible after receipt of purchase order. Delivery in
whatever quantities are economical for vendor to haul. Final date of delivery is negotiable
with the City Arborist. Once a date of delivery is established, shipment will be expected
on the agreed upon date. [f for any reason shipment cannot be met, Vendor must notify
the City Arborist within two weeks of delivery or a penalty of $50 per day will be charged
to the Vendor for every day beyond the agreed upon delivery date.

NURSERY LOCATIONS
Each bidder is required to submit, with their proposal, the name and location of the
nursery, or nurseries, supplying trees to be delivered.
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Form W-8 (Rav. 12-2014)

Page 2

Nota. If you are a U.S. person and a m?uastergtvas yeu aform other ihan Form
W-9 o request your TIN, you must use the requester’s form if 1t Is substantially
stmiar 1o s Form W-6,

Definltion of a V.S, person, For federal tax purposes, you are considered a U.S.
person if you are;

s Anindividual whe Is 8 U.S. citfizen or U.S. resident allen;

« A partnarship, corporation, company, of association craated or organized In the
United States or under the laws of the United States;

» An estate (other than a foreign estats}; or
+ A domestlc trust {as deflnad Ik Regulations section 301.7701-7).

Speclal rdes for parmerships. Parierships that conduct a trads or business In
the United States are genarally requlzed o pay a withholding tax under section
1444 on any Torelgn pariners' share of effectively cornected faxabi ncome from
sueh business. Further, In cerfain cases whare a Form W-9 has not been recelved,
tha nilos under section 14486 require a partnership to presumea that a partner i a
forelgn person, and pay the saclion 1446 withholding tax. Therafore, If you am a
1.8, porson that 1s a pariner In a parnership condusting a trade or business it the
United States, provida Form W-8 fo the partnersiip to establish your U.S. status
and avold secilon 1446 withholding on your share of parinership ncome,

In the cases Delow, the following person must give Form W-0 to the partnership
tor purposes of estabshing its .8, sialus and avolding wilhholding on its
aifocable share of net Income from the partnership eonducling a trade of business
in the Unlted States:

« I the case of a disregarded entity with a .8, owner, the LS, owner of the
disregarded entfly and nol the enfily,

» In the case of & grantor trust with a U.S, grantor or other U.5. owner, generatly,
tha LLS. grantor of olher 1.5, owner of the grantor trust and not tha trust; and

= In the case of & U.8. trust {olher than 4 graator trush, the U.8. trust {other than a
grantor trust) and not the beneficiarles of the trust,

Forelgn person. if you are & foreign person of the 1.8, branch of a foreign bank
that hgs elected to be treated as a U.S. parson, do not use Form W-9. Instead, use
ihe appropriate Forrn W-B or Form 8233 (see Publication 515, Withhoiding of Tax
o Nonresldent Allens and Forelgn Entifos}.

Nonresidont afien who becomes a resident atlen. Generally, oniy a nopresident
after: individual may use he terms of a tax treaty to reduce or siiminate U.S. tax on
cartaln typas of Incoma. Howavar, most tax treatles contain a provision known as
a *saving clause.” Exceptiona specified in it saving clause may permit an
exernption from tax to continue for certain types of Income even after ha payee
has othefwise become a U.S. raskiant allen for tax purposes.

If you are & 115 resident allen who is ralying on an sxceplion conlalned in the
saving clause of & tax treaty to clalm an exempilon from U.S. tax on certain types
of Income, you must atiach a statemant to Form W-3 that specifies the Tollowing
five tems:

4. The freaty country. Generally, s must be the sams trealy under which you
clalmed axemption from {ax as a norreslident aflen,

2. The trealy artlcle addressing the income.

3. The arficle number {or location) in the lax treaty that contains the saving
clausa and its exceplions.

4. The type and amount of Income that qualifies for iha exermpilon from tax.

5. Suficient facts to Justify the exemption from iax undar the terms of the treaty
arficle,

Example, Article 20 of the 1U.5.-China Income tax treaty aliows an exemption
from tax for scholasship Income recelved by a Chinese student temporarly present
In the United States. Under U.S. Taw, this studant wilt bscome a resident allen for
tax purposes if s or ker stay In the Unlted Statas axceeds 6 calendar years.
Haowever, paragraph 2 of the first Protocal to the 1.S.-Ghina irealy {daled April 30,
1084) aliows the provisions of Article 20 to continie 1o apply sven after the
Crinese studant benomas a resident alien of the United States. A Chiness stutfent
who qualifies for this excepilon (under paragraph 2 of ihe first protacol) and is
relying on s excaplion fo clalm an exemption from tax on Ks of her scholarship
or feliowship income wouki atlach to Form W-8 a statement ihat includss the
Information described above o support that exemption.

{¢ you are a noneesident alien or a foreign enlity, give the requester the
appropriate completec Form W-8 or Form 8283,

Backup Withholding

Vimal Is backup withheliing? Parsons making certaln payrpants to you must
undef coriain conditions withhold and pay to the RS 28% of such payments. This
is caliedt *backup wkhoiding.” Paymentls that may be subjact to backep
withholding inclids Intarast, fax-exempt Interest, dividends, broker and barter
axchange iransactiona, rents, royalties, nonemployae pay, payments mado in
settiement of payment card and third party nelwork transactions, and certain
payments from fishing boat oparators. Real astala fransactions are ot subjact to
backup withholding,

“You wiil not ba sibject to backup wittholding oh payments you receive if you
giva tha requaster your comect TIN, make the propsr cerlifications, and rapert alt
your taxabie (nterest and dividends on your tax ratum.

Payments you recelve wiil be subject to backup withhelding If:
1. ‘fou do not furnish your TIN to the requaster,

2. You do not ceriify your TiN when required {see the Pari il Insfructions o page
3 for detalis),

3. The IRS tells the raquester that you fumished an incorrect TIN,

4. The IRS {els you that you are subject 10 backup withholding because you did
ot report all your interest and dividends on your tax return (for reporiable Interest
and dividends only}, or

5. You G0 nat cerilfy to the retuesier that you are not subject to backup
withholding under 4 above (for reportable interest and dividend accounts opsned
after 1983 onlyl

Certaln payeas and paymenls are axempt from backup withholding. See Exempt
payee code on page 3 and the separate nstrictions for the Requester of Form
W-8 for more Information,

Also sea Special niles for partnerships abova.

What is FATCA reparting?

The Forslgn Account Tax Compllarics Act (FATCA) requires a pariicipating foteign
financiaf insittutlon to report all United States account hoklers that are specified
United Siates persons, Gertaln payees are exempt from FATCA reporling. See
Exemption from FATCA reporiing code on page 3 and the instructions for the
Reguester of Form W-8 for morae information.

Updating Your Information

You musi provide updated infornation fo any person to whom you claimed to ba
an sxammipt payas If you are ne longer en exempt payes and anticlpale receiving
reperiable payments In the fulure from this persots, For example, you may nesd to
provida updates information i you are & G corporation that alscis lo e an 8
corporation, or If you no longer are tax exempt. In addition, you must tumish a new
Form W-9 If the name of TIN changes for the account; fos example, ¥ the granfor
of a granior ust gles.

Penalties

Falture to furnish TEM. If you falf to furnish your comest TiN 1o a requester, you are
subject to a penalty of $50 for each such failuse unless your faliure |8 due to
reasonatie cause and not to willful negiect,

Civik penatty Tor faise Information with respect to withholding. If you make a
Talso statement with no reasonable basis That rasuls i no backup wihholding,
yol ars sublect to & $560 penaity.

Criminal penaity for Talslying Information. Willtully falsifying certifisations of
afimations may subject you to criminal penalties Inclugding fines and/or
lmprisenment.

Misuse of TINS. [f tha requaster discioses or 1565 TEINS In viclation of federal law,
ihe requester may be subject lo civll and eriminal penaities.

Specific Instructions

Line 1

You must enter ena of the foflowing on thls ling; 4o nof leave this fine blank. The
namg shauid match the name on yous 1ax return,

If this Form W-9 s Tor a foinf aceount, Ust first, and then clrcle, the name of ike
parsen or entity whose number you anterad in Part | of Form W-6,

& Individual, Generally, anter the name shown oq your tax retum. tf you have
changed your last name without Informing the Sociat Security Administration (SSA)
of {he name changa, enter your first name, the tast name as shown on your soclal
security card, and your new last name.

Note. ITIN applicant: Enter your individual name as it was entered on your Form
W-7 applicalion, fine 1a. Thia should also be the same as the name you entered on
tie Fotrn 1049/1040A1 C40EZ you filed with your applicalion.

b. Sole praprieter or single-tnember LLG. Fnler your Individual name as
shown on your $1040/1040A/1040EZ on fine 1. You may enter your business, lrade,
ar “doing business as™ {DBA} name on line 2.

c. Partnership, LLC that Is not a singie-membey LLG, & Corporation, or S
Corporation. Enter khe entity's name as shown on the entity's 1ax retum on fina 1
end eny business, frade, or DBA neme en line 2,

d. Other entifles. Enter your name as shown on required U.5. federal tax
dotlaments on #na 1. This nama showd mateh tha name shown on the charter or
other legal documens creating the ontity. You may enter any bustness, frade, or
DBA name on fine 2,

e. Disregarded entity. For U.S. federal tax purpeses, an entily that Is
distegarded as an eniity separaie from its owner Is treated as a “distegarded
eniily,” See Regulalions sachion 301.7701-2() (2411, Enter the cwner's rame on
lite 1. The nama of the enlity entered on line 1 shouid never be a disfegarded
entlly. The name on line 1 should be the narne shown on the Income fax retum on
which 1ha Incoma sholld ba reportod. For axampia, f a farslgn LLG that 1s feated
as a disregarded entity for U.S. federal tax purposes has a sigle owner thatisa
1.8, parscn, tha ULS. owner's name [s required to be provided on Ene 1, i the
dirpct owner of the entity Is also a distegardad entity, enter tha firs! owner ihatis
not disregarded for fegeral tax purposes. Enter the disregarded entify’s name on
lino 2, “Business name/disregarded enbity nama.” |f the ovmer of the disregarded
entity Is a foreign person, the owner must compleie an appropriate Form W-8
Instead of a Form W-9. This Is the case evar If ihe forelgn parson has 2 U.S. TIN.

Trees for City Right-of-Ways

RFB No. 17-0026
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BID FORM
TREES FOR PLANTING ON CITY’S RIGHT-OF-WAYS
RFB No. 17-0026

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
PLEASE SUBMIT ONE ORIGINAL AND ONE IDENTICAL COPY OF EACH BID

By signing this Bid Form, the authorized representative understands the City reserves the right to request any
omitted information, WHICH DOES NOT AFFECT THE SUBMITTED BID PRICE. Bidders shall be notified, in
writing, and shall have two (2} days, after notification to submit the omitted information. If the omitted
information is not received within two (2) days, the Bidder shall be deemed non-responsive and the Bid
Submission will be deemed “Incomplete”. Use the following check-list to verify the items are included in

sealed bhid:

£ Bid Forms 0T W-9
[ Contract Signature Page [0 Addenda
Initial below to acknowledge receipt of the following addenda {if any}:

Addendum No. 1 Addendum No. 2 Addendum No. 3

BUSINESS NAME

BUSINESS STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
(P. O. Boxes Will Render Bid Incomplete)

BUSINESS REMITTANCE/MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE DATE OF SIGNATURE

“PRINT” NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Please list Nursery locations and estimated shipping costs to Columbus Georgia:
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M CHECKLIST

Trees for Planting On City Right-of-Ways
(Annual Contract))
RFB No. 17-0026

CHECK OFF EACH ITEM AS THE NECESSARY ACTION IS COMPLETED:
[J 1. THE CONTRACT SIGNATURE PAGE HAS BEEN SIGNED.

[J 2. THE PRICES HAVE BEEN CHECKED.

[J 3. ADDENDUM (IF ANY) HAS BEEN SIGNED AND ARE INCLUDED.

0 4 ALL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS (Page 12).

[0 5. ENVELOPE INCLUDES ONE (1) ORIGINAL AND ONE (1) COPY OF
VENDOR RESPONSE. |

[0 6. THE MAILING ENVELOPE HAS BEEN ADDRESSED TO:

Columbus Consolidated Government
Purchasing Divisioh — Attn: Heather Scheuttig
5% Floor, Tower Bldg

100 10™ Street

Columbus, Georgia 31902-1340

[J 7. THE MAILING ENVELOPE HAS BEEN SEALED AND MARKED WITH THE:

BID TITLE: Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways
Bib NUMBER: RFB 17-0026
OPENING DATE: December 21, 2016

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT

[t is not necessary to return all pages of the RFB document with your response. Please retain sections entitled
“General Provisions” & “Specifications/Detailed Specifications” for your records.

* Opening date subject to change by Addendum

Trees for City Right-of-Ways RFB Ne. 17-0026 Page 25 of 25




EXHIBIT C

Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways
(Annual Contract)

Thoms Trees & Plants, Inc.
Proposal




WAy

COLUMBUS CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT ;o:’?(?-m*r':
Georgia's First Consolidated Government ,‘@.’ 5, rﬁ_ ﬁ}j

L TRRES

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
PURCHASING DIVISION 100 TENTH STREET, P. O. Box 1340
CoLumBus, GEORGIA 31902-1340

706-653-4105, Fax 706-225-3033
BidLine 706-653-4536
www.columbusga.org

November 18, 2016

Addendum No. 1
Trees for Planting on City Right-of-Ways (Annual Contract)
RFB No. 17-0026

Proposals should include acknowledgement of receipt for all Addenda:

e

Authorized Initials: & : Firm: T oulS ey d{sﬁ(y{hm; [NV

Vendors are informed that the above subject RFP is hereby modified, corrected, or supplemented
as specified, described and set forth in this Addendum:

QUESTIONS / RESPONSES

Question: s this for the purchase and delivery only of trees, or is this going to include installation
of trees?

Response: This is for purchase and delivery only. The City does not require installation.

Andrea J. McCorvey
Purchasing Manager

Addendan Mo,z Puge 1oi 1 RIB No, 17-aazb



BID FORM
TREES FOR PLANTING ON CITY’S RIGHT-OF-WAYS
RFB No. 17-0026

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
PLEASE SUBMIT ONE ORIGINAL AND ONE IDENTICAL COPY OF EACH BID

By signing this Bid Form, the authorized representative understands the City reserves the right to request any
omitted information, WHICH DOES NOT AFFECT THE SUBMITTED BID PRICE. Bidders shall be notified, in
writing, and shall have two (2) days, after notification to submit the omitted information. If the omitted
information is not received within two {2) days, the Bidder shall be deemed non-responsive and the Bid
Submission will be deemed “Incomplete”. Use the following check-list to verify the items are included in
sealed bid:

O Bid Forms [0 W-8
1 Contract Signature Page O Addenda
Initial below to acknowledge receipt of the following addenda (if any):

Addendum No. 1 '%; - Addendum No. 2 Addendum No. 3

Thoms Trees and Plants, inc.
BUSINESS NAME

625 Mcbride Rd Fayetteville GA 30215

BUSINESS STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

{P. O. Boxes Will Render Bid Incomplete)

625 Mchride Rd Fayetteville GA 30215

BUSINESS REMITTANCE/MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
770-461-6013 nfa tim@thomstrees.com

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS

— ol
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE DATE'OF SIGNATURE

Tim Thoms, President
“DRINT” NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Please list Nursery locations and estimated shipping costs to Columbus Georgia:

NURSERY LOCATION(S: Natures Tree Farm Luthersville, GA; Mid Georgia Nursery
Meansville, GA; Moons Tree Farm Washington, GA; Harps Farm and Nursery
Fayetteville, GA; Ray Bracken Nursery Pelzer, SC; Diversified Trees Pine Mountain,
GA, Bold Spring Nursery Hawkinsville, GA; Charlie’s Creek Nursery lva, SC

ESTIMATED SHIPPING COST:_
$800/truck estimate 20 trucks for 1300 trees in bid  FREIGHT ESTIMATE $16,000.00

PLEASE INITIAL [F BUSINESS IS MINORITY OR WOMAN OWNED; IF NOT, “N/A”:

MINORITY OWNED: _n/a_ WOMAN OWNED: n/a
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