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The Columbus Consolidated Government, the City Council and local community leaders will use the 
Comprehensive Plan in the following ways:

The Future Land Use Map shall be referenced in making rezoning and capital investment decisions:  It 
provides a representation of the community’s vision helping to guide development based on community 
preferences and also indicates character areas where various types of land uses should be permitted.

The Comprehensive Plan provides policies that help guide day-to-day decisions:  These policies are 
reflections of community values identified through public outreach efforts. These policies will be used as 
guidelines in the analysis of rezoning decisions and other capital investment decisions.

The Comprehensive Plan includes an Implementation Program that will direct public investment and private 
initiative:  Plan implementation is carried out through the adoption and revision of regulations, including 
zoning and development codes, and through the completion of projects and programs outlined in the 
Short Term Work Program. The Plan outlines recommended changes in land use regulations and codes 
to be consistent with the community’s vision. The City staff and City Council are responsible for code 
changes and revisions when necessary.

The Comprehensive Plan is a living document and should be updated regularly as conditions change 
and shifts occur in public policy.

For more information contact:

Mr. Rick Jones, AICP
Director, Columbus Planning Department
Phone: (706) 653-4116
Email: rjones@columbusga.org   
Website: www.columbusga.org/planning/ 

Introduction
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Community Agenda Overview
The contents of this document - Community Agenda - was prepared following the Rules of the Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA), Chapter 110-12-1-.05, Standards and Procedures for Local 
Comprehensive Planning.
The Community Agenda is comprised of four chapters.  Chapter 1 includes an overview 
of the purpose, goals, scope and implementation and coordination of the Plan; Chapter 
2 outlines the Community Vision, a manifestation of the community’s hopes and dreams 
for the future; Chapter 3 highlights the key issues and opportunities that must be tackled 
while innovatively organizing the City’s planning approach around six goal areas unique 
to Columbus: 

Community revitalization;1. 
Quality community infrastructure, 2. 
Balanced transportation, 3. 
Preserving and enhancing the natural environment, 4. 
Managing impacts of growth and, 5. 
Regional coordination and local partnerships. 6. 

Chapter 4 offers implementation strategies and citywide policies which outline a plan for 
addressing each of these challenges.
The Community Agenda outlines the community’s vision for the future through descriptive 
text and maps and provides a plan to implement the vision. It is based on the findings 
of the Community Assessment document and input gathered from multiple public 
involvement channels. 
The goals are to create local excitement about Columbus’s future, engage community 
members and encourage them to help move the Plan forward as well as to provide 
Columbus leaders with a concise user-friendly document that is applicable to the day-to-
day decisions of the City.  Also, the Comprehensive Plan is a living document and should be updated 
regularly to reflect changing conditions and shifts in public policy. 
The Plan’s successful implementation will require a collaborative effort of multiple local and regional 
leaders and partners. These efforts will help ensure that the Columbus Consolidated Government tackles 
these challenges and grasps the opportunities that it will encounter in the years to come.

Community Agenda Summary
Columbus Consolidated Government (CCG) has now completed the third 
and final component of the Comprehensive Plan, the Community Agenda, 
which provides the 20-year road map for the City’s future. It represents 
a collaborative effort of city staff, elected officials, regional and local 
leaders, residents, neighbors, and a myriad of other community partners 
with a stake in Columbus’s future.
The  other  two written  components of the Comprehensive Plan, completed 
early on in the planning process, are the Community Assessment (a 
comprehensive analysis of past trends and existing conditions and is the 
factual and conceptual basis on which the rest of the plan is built) and 
the Community Participation Program (which outlines how the community 
engaged in the development of the Community Agenda).
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Fort Benning (BRAC)

Population and Housing

Employment Change

City’s Growth and Redevelopment Potential

Fort Benning plays a very important role in fueling the local economy and 
solidifying the area’s regional significance. Fort Benning will experience major 
growth due to Base Realignment And Closure (BRAC) and is anticipated to 
bring approximately 5,000 new military jobs and another 8,800 new students 
between 2010 and 2011, with some of the growth already occurring. Columbus 
is expected to receive 60 percent of the increase in population. Fort Benning 
serves as a critical economic engine for Columbus, and Columbus serves as an 
important service center for the Fort’s population.

Columbus’s population was estimated at approximately 189,000 in 2007 
and is projected to grow to between 219,100 and 226,500 by 2028. The 
projected demand to house this population will be approximately 17,000 new 
units. The ability to meet this projected need is largely a function of consumer 
preferences and housing options that the market supplies throughout the 
Columbus region.

Columbus’s employment level is expected to grow by over 22,000 jobs to 
reach approximately 145,700 jobs by 2028. Columbus has multiple agencies 
collaborating on economic development initiatives. These efforts in association 
with greater market forces will impact the  economic growth that Columbus 
experiences in the future.

A land use analysis based on existing conditions in February 2007 found the 
approximately 35.8 percent of land within Columbus remains undeveloped, 
vacant or developed in sparsely populated form of estate residential. 
This analysis also shows that the City has the capacity to accommodate a 
large share of new growth through redevelopment, revitalization and infill 
development. The way in which Columbus grows and changes largely depends 
on the decisions and priorities the community and the City present in this 
Comprehensive Plan.

Context of Change
Key existing factors and projected drivers of change should continue to be considered and re-evaluated by the City over time.

Regional Influence
The city of Columbus currently accounts for a little over 70 percent of the metro 
area jobs and almost 80 percent of private sector jobs. It also contributes 
greatly to regional entertainment, retail opportunities, and recreational 
offerings.
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Map 1

Community Input Into A Community Vision

Critical Themes

To initiate this process, Columbus Consolidated Government held several visioning 
workshops throughout the City to begin discussing core topics. These topics included 
coordination with Fort Benning, public safety, protection of natural and cultural 
resources, transportation needs, and financing of capital investments, as well as 
others introduced by attendees. These meetings were held in the six planning areas 
identified in the 2028 Comprehensive Plan update located in page 16.

Critical themes emerging from the workshops included the following:
The City has the opportunity to reap many benefits from promoting revitalization • 
of its in-town neighborhoods;
The City and the Muscogee County School District must plan together to ensure • 
that school facilities and resources are allocated to areas where growth will 
occur;
Future development should foster citywide unity by linking together • 
neighborhoods;  
Fiscal strategies must be pursued carefully to secure the City’s financial • 
sustainability;
Improvement of all components of the City’s multi-modal transportation network • 
should be pursued with greater attention to pedestrian, bicycle, and  transit 
facilities; and,
Community facilities and services should be strategically located to more • 
equitably accommodate the population. 

The community’s vision for Columbus is both one of change and preservation as well 
as stability and innovation.

Community Vision

Working With The Public to Form The Vision

The day-to-day decisions of the City over the next 20 years should meet the core values of the Community Vision Statement: 
The City of  Columbus will continue to be a unified city in which all work together to achieve common goals and in which individuality and 
diversity are embraced and respected. It will be a regional center of  commerce and culture; a city in which the commitment to growth and 
economic development is matched by the commitment  to the highest quality of  life for all citizens.

The City of Columbus worked diligently to involve the public in visualizing and critically 
thinking about Columbus’ future. A multifaceted and well-communicated community 
participation program guided these efforts.
Several community stakeholders and leaders, led by the Technical Review Committee 
(composed of City department heads and leaders) and the Citizens Stakeholder 
Committee (citizens comprising a cross-section of the Columbus community), played 
a key role in moving the development of Comprehensive Plan forward. The workflow 
of the public involvement process allowed members to flesh out the key issues and 
opportunities introduced by the public throughout the visioning process.

Planning Areas
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“The central element of an activity 

center is a core comprised of one or 

more civic uses...”

Future Policy Map
The way to mark the progress from today to the future is by patterning the character areas of the Future Policy Map 
(page 5) around the six Planning Areas identified. This approach more clearly reflects the methodology used in the 
Visioning Workshops that were held within each of the six Planning Areas. 
The role of the Future Policy Map is to help define local character and foster a better 
sense of place. This Map is a hybrid of the Character Area Map presented in the 
assessment and the Planning Area Map used to frame the discussion in the Visioning 
Workshops. Each of the ten character areas has its own vision, description, policies, 
and implementation strategies that serve as a policy guide to the Future Land Use 
Map.
The Future Policy Map presents graphic descriptions of its ten character areas that are 
associated with a set of policies that were developed as part of the Comprehensive 
Plan to: 

Supplement the role of the Future Land Use Map in guiding future rezoning • 
and   development applications.
Serve as a design and physical development guidance tool for encouraging • 
and promoting  quality development and redevelopment. 
Define themes that are unique to different  neighborhoods and communities  • 
within the City of Columbus.
Identify and incorporate community assets and other characteristics that are • 
vital to the preservation and enhancement of each character area.
Provide a strong link between the community’s vision, goals, and land use • 
policy.  
Provide guidance to the development community  about the community’s standards for physical • 
development and design in each character area.

Lay the framework for urban design guide lines and changes to zoning and development regulations. • 

Activity Centers and Other Future Policy 
Map Features
The Future Policy Map also includes several features that relate to 
recommended land use policy: Areas in need of Commercial Revitalization; 
Commercial Revitalization Corridors; Targeted Redevelopment Areas; 
Areas for Significant Infill Opportunities; Enterprise Zone; Noise Impacted 
Areas; Activity Centers; Highway 80 Overlay District; Historic Districts/ 
Neighborhoods; and Parks/Recreation/ Conservation.

Future Policy Map

Future Land Use Plan
The Future Land Use Plan will play a vital role in guiding future development and public improvement decisions by the City’s leadership. 
This Plan includes both a Future Policy Map and a parcel-level Future Land Use Map.
 During the public meetings to craft a future vision and land use plan for the community, it quickly became evident that Columbus already 
has a rich tapestry of existing neighborhoods with active organizations working with the City. Therefore, the role of the Future Land Use 
Plan in the update of the City’s Comprehensive Plan is to galvanize these efforts by raising up the assets, character, and unique identities 
that many of the city’s neighborhoods already claim, and at the same time unifying and enriching them with a clearer vision, consistent 
policies and stronger implementation tools.
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dilapidated

Neighborhood

Target  Redevelopment Areas (TRA)

Implementation Strategies for TRAs and 
Activity Centers

The community has identified the location of these individual Targeted 
Redevelopment Areas (TRA) through Visioning Workshops and previous 
planning efforts. Because of their close proximity to each other and some 
overlap in boundaries, the map on the following page highlights the location 
of these individual areas. The eight areas indicated on the Targeted 
Redevelopment Areas map (page 7) are: Beallwood; 2nd Avenue; Medical 
Center; East Highland; 5th and 6th Avenues; Wynnton Road Corridor; 
Lawyers Lane; and Baker Village. These areas are the focus of preferred 
economic development attention and the priority location for new community 
facilities and services.  Full page map is located in the next page.

It should be noted that the concept of creating viable redevelopment 
and activity centers cuts across all of the principal policy areas of the 
Comprehensive Plan. Their success will require close coordination of all the 
public agencies in the City, in addition to coordination with other agencies 
that provide or fund public facilities and services.

Summary of the Ten Character Areas

1. Northwest Columbus
Existing Character Description: Rural residential with a close tie to the 
natural environment. 
Drivers of Change: Standing Boy Creek State Park, I-185, suburban 
growth of the City
Policy Theme: Planned unit developments, conservation subdivisions 
natural resource preservation, river protection. 
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: Conservation subdivisions, 
single family residential and neighborhood level commercial. 
Vision of the Future: A well planned residential area with a rural 
character that will complement and protect the natural environment. Continued on page 9...

Activity Centers 
A primary implementation strategy of this Comprehensive Plan is to encourage new development, as well as the infill and development 
of the already established urban areas of the city.  This strategy needs to be focused within compact, walkable-scaled activity centers 
identified in the Future Policy Map.
The central element of an activity center is a core comprised of one or more civic uses, such as a public park, school, church or library, and 
surrounded by shops and businesses that serve the commercial needs of the community. The activity center is surrounded by a series of 
small, compact neighborhoods that contain a wide variety of housing designed to serve the needs of households of various sizes, incomes, 
and stages of life. By contrast, the activity center should have a relatively distinct edge and buffers separating it from the adjacent low-
density areas.
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2. Northeast Columbus

3. West Panhandle

4. East Panhandle

Existing Character Description: Suburban development pattern, 
exemplified by several local landmarks including the airport, the main 
campus of Columbus State University, and Peachtree Mall. 
Drivers of Change: Airport, I-185, Columbus State University 
Policy Theme: Neighborhood preservation, building multi-modal 
transportation connections, promotion of mixed-use in aging commercial 
centers.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: Single-family and multi-
family residential, general commercial, mixed-use, industrial and office/
professional uses. 
Vision for the Future: A regional educational and commercial activity 
center that provides services to all ages.

Existing Character Description: Emerging suburban development pattern, 
dominated by new single-family subdivisions.
Drivers of Change: Suburban growth of the City, noise abatement at Ft. 
Benning.
Policy Themes: Conservation subdivisions, Hwy 80 Overlay, noise 
abatement from Ft. Benning, activity center development.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: Large lot residential, planned 
single-family residential, neighborhood commercial mixed use at major 
intersections. 
Vision for the Future: A growing family-oriented community focused 
around quality residential homes and businesses.

Existing Character Description: Rural and large-lot residential. 
Drivers of Change: Suburban growth of the City, noise abatement at Ft. 
Benning, resident interest to maintain rural character.
Policy Themes: Rural preservation, large-lot residential, Hwy 80 Overlay. 
Noise abatement from Ft. Benning.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged:  Agriculture, rural residential, 
conservation and natural areas. 
Vision of the Future: A rural community tied closely to the preservation 
and conservation of its rural and natural character.
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5. Bibb

6. Uptown

7. Midtown

Existing Character Description: Historic mill villages and early suburbs 
of the City, aged residential and commercial development in need 
of revitalization. Major transportation corridors in this area serve 
as gateways to the Uptown area, such as Veterans Parkway, 1-185, 
Manchester Expressway, and 2nd Avenue. 
Drivers of Change: Veterans Parkway, I-185, Manchester Expressway, 
local revitalization efforts.
Policy Themes: Historic preservation and adaptive reuse, neighborhood 
preservation, river protection, building multi-modal transportation 
connections, commercial revitalization, infill development.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: Planned single-family 
residential, neighborhood commercial, mixed use at major intersections. 
Vision of the Future: A vibrant historic community that provides a variety 
of employment opportunities and serves as an appealing gateway to 
Uptown Columbus.

Existing Character Description: Historic center of the City, government 
and employment center. 
Drivers of Change: Columbus State University, rail yard redevelopment, 
medical center, AJ McClung Memorial Stadium, tourism.
Policy Themes: Historic preservation and adaptive reuse, Neighborhood 
preservation, River Protection, Infill development.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: Mixed Use, General 
Commercial, Office, Multi-family residential. 
Vision for the Future: The cultural and civic heart of Columbus. A 
vibrant 24-hour community that provides abundant opportunities for 
housing, employment and entertainment. A regional tourist destination 
that showcases its preservation of historic and natural resources, and its 
cultural events.

Exist Character Description: Historic residential neighborhood offering a 
variety of commercial and employment opportunities. 
Drivers of Change: Efforts to maintain a vibrant neighborhood with strong 
community character, redevelopment along Macon/Wynnton Road.
Policy Themes: Historic preservation and adaptive reuse, Neighborhood 
preservation, commercial revitalization, redevelopment incentives, overlay 
districts.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: Single-family and multi-
family residential, mixed-use, office, and neighborhood commercial. 
Vision for the Future: A vibrant historic neighborhood with strong 
community character. 
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8. Southeast Columbus

9. Columbus South

10. Oxbow

Existing Character Description: Older suburban area of the City 
with aging commercial areas along major roadways. New industrial 
developments in the eastern portion of the area help to buffer residents 
from adjacent Fort Benning. 
Drivers of Change: New industrial park, changes at Ft. Benning.
Policy Themes: Commercial revitalization, infill, neighborhood 
preservation, building multi-modal transportation connections, noise 
abatement from Ft. Benning.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: All forms of residential, 
General Commercial close to 1-185, mixed-use and industrial uses. 
Vision for the Future: A safe sustainable, and thriving community the 
offers a variety of employment, housing and recreational opportunities.

Existing Character Description: Old industrial area that includes a 
number of residential neighborhoods and commercial areas in need of 
redevelopment and revitalization. 
Drivers of Change: Changes at Ft. Benning, Enterprise Zone, infill 
development.
Policy Themes: Brownfield development, neighborhood preservation, 
commercial revitalization, infill, redevelopment incentives.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: All forms of residential, 
mixed-use, general commercial and industrial uses.
Vision for the Future: A safe and active employment center for the 
community that serves as an appealing gateway to Ft. Benning.

Existing Character Description: An area in transition from industrial, 
aging residential and commercial uses to a tourist destination offering 
cultural amenities, such as the Oxbow Meadows Learning Center and the 
Infantry Museum.
Drivers of Change: Oxbow Meadows Environmental Learning Center, 
changes at Ft. Benning, recreational opportunities, Infantry Museum, 
tourism.
Policy Themes: Natural resource preservation, river protection, residential 
redevelopment.
Predominant Land Uses to be Encouraged: All forms of residential, 
neighborhood commercial, mixed-use and recreational uses. 
Vision for the Future: A regional tourist destination and landmark area 
for the community highlighting its preservation of natural and cultural 
resources through such venues as the Oxbow Meadows and the Infantry 
Museum. 
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Future Land use Map

Revitalization

Lakebottom Park

Future Land Use Map

Community Revitalization

Quality Community Infrastructure

Issues and Opportunities

The Future Land Use Map (page 15) for Columbus is a parcel-specific map 
that serves as the basis for making rezoning and capital investment decisions. 
Rezoning decisions in each future land use designation shall be consistent with 
the list of associated zoning codes that correspond with that designation. The 
map assigns a future land use designation to every parcel in the City. The 
future land use categories shown on the map are listed and defined in the 
Columbus Future Land Use Table located in page 14 of this document.  This 
table also describes what zoning districts are appropriated for each future 
land use category. A full page map is located in page 15 of this document 
and individual maps for each of the planning district are located in pages 
17-22.

The concerned issues are: effects of continuing the current growth trends; 
gentrification; barriers to redevelopment; quality of housing developments; 
mismatch between housing and jobs; lack of resources to fund needed 
revitalization efforts; density requirements for new housing; and aesthetics/
streetscape improvements and overlay districts. 
The opportunities to revitalization are: new growth is coming; changing 
demographics; developable land in in-town neighborhoods; preservation 
of existing housing stock; mixed use development opportunities; benefits of 
revitalization for historic resources; and public perceptions and marketing.

The concerned issues are: aging infrastructure; rising cost of facility operations 
and maintenance cost; mismatch between public/private facilities and 
neighborhoods; mismatch between new schools and revitalization; security 
and public safety are barriers to redevelopment; limited police force; new 
community facilities must be more sensitive to existing neighborhoods; and 
recreational facilities and park improvements.
The opportunities to quality community infrastructure are: growth of Fort 
Benning provides an impetus public investment; Columbus has the opportunity 
to use infrastructure to direct growth; Columbus could employ performance-
based land development controls; and the City of Columbus has a strong 
and viable water utility.

The list of Issues and Opportunities, together with the Vision Statement and Community Goals, form the backbone of the Community 
Agenda for the Comprehensive Plan.
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Transportation Improvements

River Walk

Partnerships

Balanced Transportation

Preserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment

Managing Impacts of Growth

Regional Coordination and Regional Partnerships

The concerned issues are: incomplete pedestrian network; limited transit 
service; increasing congestion; balance between new and existing road 
infrastructure; outdated and isolated traffic signalization; roadway and 
rail grade separation; Fort Benning related traffic; and lack of available 
transportation funding.
The opportunities to balanced transportation are: 

Better land use-transportation coordination; • 
Rising gasoline prices and community awareness of the need for more • 
sustainable energy practices;
Multi-modal transportation facilities; and • 
Re-alignment of rail freight yard. • 

The concerned issues are: protecting the City’s tree canopy; monitoring and protecting 
water quality as the City grows; protecting steep slopes and fragile soils; and noise 
impacts of Fort Benning’s future missions. 
The opportunities are: as the Chattahoochee River is the mainstream of ecological 
health for the region, additional opportunities exist to connect more of the community 
to a “riverside experience”; expand scope of environmental management and 
environmental education; protecting a green corridor along I-185; green-space 
preservation; and partnerships with Fort Benning.

The concerned issues: increasing number of school children; low-density 
residential zoning; garnering public trust in capital project delivery; potential 
impacts of raising City revenues; inadequate revenues; and current level of 
services. 
The opportunities are: growth increases the tax base and municipal 
revenues; garnering public trust in new funding mechanisms; and the citizen 
led task force, “Columbus Champions”, could help encourage public support 
to the implementation of policies, strategies, and projects laid out in the 
Comprehensive Plan.

The concerned issues are: coordination between Muscogee County School 
District and land use planning; divergent land use approaches; loss of  young 
professionals; and air and water quality.
 The opportunities are: preparation for Fort Benning growth; Chattahoochee Valley 
schools project and funding for regional education; regional water planning and 
water services; increasing tourism: and retaining existing jobs as well as attracting 
new and higher quality jobs. Because Columbus is a regional center, it is important 
the key agencies such as the Valley Partnership and the Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce be involved.

“The concerned issues: increasing number of school children; low-density residential zoning; garnering public trust in capital project delivery…”
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Columbus Future Land Use Table

Rural Residential

Single-Family Residential

Multi-Family Residential

Neighborhood Commercial

Light Industrial

Heavy Industrial

Park/Recreation/
Conservation

Mixed Use

High Density Mixed Use

Office/Professional

Transportation, 
Communications, Utilities

Public Institutional

General Commercial

Single-family residences on greater than 1 acre

Single-family residential areas between 1 and 7.25 
units per acre

Multi-family residential areas up to 18 units per 
acre

Small-scale retail uses that serve surrounding 
neighborhoods with common goods and services. 

Property used for warehousing, distribution, trucking 
and light manufacturing, which are primary uses. 

Property used for heavy industrial uses such as 
large-scale manufacturing or mining.

Areas that have been developed or are proposed 
to be developed for park, recreational use or 

protected open space.

Areas of mixed-use development (multi-family 
residential, office, commercial) up to 43 dwelling 

units per acre

Areas of mixed-use development containing both 
high intensity commercial and residential uses with 

no limit placed on dwelling units per acre. 

Property that accommodates business concerns that 
do not provide a product directly to customers on 

the premises, or do not as a primary activity involve 
manufacture, storage or distribution. 

Areas housing uses such as power generation plants, 
sewerage and water treatment facilities, railroad 

facilities, radio towers, public transit stations, 
telephone switching stations, airports, port facilities, 

or similar uses. 

Areas housing local government’s community 
facilities, general government, and institutional land 

uses. Examples include schools, city halls, county 
courthouses, landfills, health facilities, churches, 

libraries and police and fire stations.

Property where business and trade are conducted. 
They may be single-use or grouped together in a 

shopping center. 

Associated Zoning CodesDescriptionFuture Land Use Designation

RE-10, RE-5, RE-1, PUD

RT, SFR-1, SFR-2, SFR-3, SFR-4

RMF-1, RMF-2, PCD, MROD, RMH, 
RO

NC, PMUD

TECH, LMI, PID

HMI, PID

Any Zoning District

RO, H, PUD, PCD, PMUD 

UPT, CRD, PUD, PCD, PMUD

CO, RO, SAC, TECH, PCD, PMUD 

Any zoning district,
if use is consistent

with the description
of future land use.

Any zoning district,
if use is consistent

with the description
of future land use.

GC, PCD, PMUD
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Future Land use Map

Implementation Program

Citywide Policies

Short Term Work Program

Implementation Strategies

The implementation program provides a detailed strategy for achieving the 
community vision, the summary of which was outlined earlier. It also addresses 
each of the issues and opportunities that were previously identified.  
The three components of the Implementation Program are:

Implementation Strategies - a work plan for the next 20 years, including • 
short term, long range, and on-going activities; 
Citywide Policies - policy statements that provide ongoing guidance to • 
local government officials; and 
Short Term Program - a five-year schedule of programs, including • 
estimated costs, fund sources, and projected completion dates.

The execution of the Implementation Program will be a collaborative effort 
between the Columbus Consolidated Government and multiple partners, 
including local, regional, state, and national organizations.

Policies are recommended statements intended for adoption by the Mayor 
and Columbus City Council. Policies provide on-going guidance and direction 
to local officials and improve the predictability and consistency of decisions 
in accordance with a long-range plan. They provide a well-reasoned basis 
for making decisions that over time serve to implement the Comprehensive 
Plan and support the Community’s Vision and Goals expressed in the 
Comprehensive Plan (Section 4.2 of Chapter 4 of the Community Agenda).

The 2009-2013 Short Time Work Program (presented in tables in Section 
4.3 of Chapter 4 of the Community Agenda) is a specific list of activities 
and investments the City and its partners intend to pursue over the next 
five years. The program includes short term and on-going implementation 
strategies from Section 4.2 and items that were carried over from the City’s 
previous Short Term Work Program.

The program of Implementation Strategies addresses each Goal area of the Comprehensive Plan and the related set of Issues and 
Opportunities. Action items are identified for each issue or opportunity along with the projected timeframe for implementation as well 
as the responsible party and likely partners that will work towards achieving the implementation strategy. The time frame for each 
strategy is expressed either as Short Term (l to 5 years), Long Range (6 to 20 years), or On-growing. 
A color-coding scheme has been devised for each Goal area to help guide readers through the tables provided in sections 4.1 and 4.3 
of Chapter 4 of the Community Agenda.
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Summary of the Columbus Community Visioning Survey

Table 1: Economic Development

Table 2: Housing

The survey was conducted in unison with the Comprehensive Plan to help define the community’s position on growth-related concerns and 
to help City staff and officials make important decisions over the planning period. A total of 784 surveys were begun, and approximately 
700 were completed. The following Tables reflect the results. 

Survey participants prioritized various options and methods that CCG could adopt to achieve greater economic development. 

Survey participants prioritized various policy options and methods that CCG could adopt to improve the quality and availability of 
housing options.  

Question 1: Find creative ways to pay for 
major community improvements (roads, 
sewer/water facilities, etc.).

Question 2:Increase and/or improve job 
training opportunities.

Question 3: Develop ways to keep young 
professionals in Columbus.

Question 4: Work with partners to attract 
more industries.

Question 5: Revive older areas of the 
city. 

Question 1: Provide more resources to help 
preserve and restore older neighborhoods.

Question 7: Increase tax digest with more 
nonresidential development.

Question 3: Encourage the conversion of 
vacant or underused sites to mixed-uses 
that include housing units.
Question 4: Remove regulatory barriers 
that discourage affordable housing 
construction.

Question 5: Support new housing 
construction efforts to provide housing for 
new residents.

Question 6: Encourage more retail stores, 
services, and restaurants in neighborhood 
centers.

Question 2: Offer incentives (such as 
density bonuses, tax rebates, etc.) 
to encourage developers to include 
affordable housing in new developments.
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Table 3: Community Facilities and Services

Table 4: Intergovernmental Coordination

Survey participants prioritized various policy options and methods that the CCG could adopt to improve the quality and availability of 
community facilities and services.  

Survey participants prioritized various policy options and methods that CCG could adopt to improve intergovernmental coordination.  

Question 1: Purchase and set aside land 
for additional greenspace.

Question 3: Promote partnerships 
between public and private agencies 
to help meet local service and program 
needs.

Question 1: Work with neighboring 
governments to help find funding 
solutions to transportation needs.

Question 2: Work with Fort Benning’s 
leadership to make sure Columbus is 
prepared for base growth.

Question 4: Address stormwater 
problems. 

Question 6: Make improvements to 
existing facilities to ensure continued use.

Question 5: Improve schools. 

Question 7: Increase and grow senior 
programs offered by CCG.

Question 3: Work with other localities to 
preserve regional water supply.

Question 8: Extend sewer to growth 
areas. 

Question 2: Control and manage crime. 
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Table 5: Transportation

Table 6: Natural and Cultural Resources

Survey participants prioritized various policy options and methods that CCG could adopt to improve transportation quality and 
transportation options.  

Survey participants prioritized various policy options and methods that CCG could adopt to protect the natural and cultural resources of 
Columbus.  

Question 1: Expand sidewalk network 
and pedestrian facilities.

Question 1: Work with other local 
governments in the region to minimize 
negative impacts on Chattahoochee 
River quality.

Question 3: Improve traffic flow in highly 
congested areas.

Question 3: Protect air quality. 

Question 4: Improve highway capacity. 

Question 4: Update Historic Preservation 
District guidelines.

Question 6: Increase frequency of METRA 
stops. 

Question 6:Prepare river for more 
recreational activities.

Question 5: Add routes to METRA 
services. 

Question 5: Continue local festivals, such 
as RiverFest.

Question 7: Complete Eastern Connector. 

Question 8: Widen Veterans Parkway. 

Question 9: Expand bridge across 
Chattahoochee River to Alabama.

Question 2: Improve airport facilities and 
services. 

Question 2: Protect Columbus’s historic 
properties and buildings.
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Table 7: Land Use
Survey participants prioritized options and methods to shape land use that CCG could adopt.  

Question 1: Encourage infill development 
(growth in areas where roads, sewer and 
water system, etc. already exist).

Question 3: Create more mixed-use 
developments (e.g., residential on 2nd 
floor, commercial on 1st floor).

Question 4: Support the development of 
greenfields (previously undeveloped land) 
to meet new housing needs.

Question 5: Minimize low-density growth 
that uses large tracts of land and requires 
major public improvements (i.e. new sewer, 
roads, water, etc.).

Question 2: Set aside land for 
greenspace. 
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